
Key Stage 1 SATs



Why 
SATs? 

• A snapshot of the learning our Y2 children 

have accumulated throughout their time in 

KS1

• Tests introduced to measure schools rather 

than individual children – a way to assess a 

school’s ability to add value to a pupil’s 

academic progress

• Tests give a benchmark for schools so they 

can plan for KS2



Teacher 
Assessment

▪ All the assessment in Year 2 is based on 

Teacher Assessment

▪ Teacher Assessment is based on a broad 

range of evidence from across the 

curriculum and knowledge of how a pupil 

has performed over time and in a variety 

of contexts. It is carried out as part of 

teaching and learning.

▪ SATs are are used to help support and 

inform judgements.



The Tests

▪ The SATs take place during the month of May. 

We will start them w/b 16th May.

▪ The school works hard to ensure that we do not 

create any anxiety around these tests. We have 

done past papers in preparation so they are not 

unfamiliar.

▪ The tests are not timed and discretion is used to 

give the children breaks when necessary.



The Tests

▪There are 4 assessments in total:

▪Maths – Arithmetic

▪Maths – Reasoning

▪Reading Comprehension 1

▪Reading Comprehension 2



Marking 
the tests

• All tests are marked by the teacher.

• Writing is assessed internally by the 

teacher, following rigorous assessment 

procedures and set criteria.

• Writing assessment may be externally 

moderated.



Assessment 
criteria in 
schools

• Pupil are now commonly assessed in primary 

schools as:

✓Working towards the Expected Standard

✓Working at the Expected Standard 

(sometimes called ARE or Age Related 

Expectation) 

✓Working at Greater Depth within the 

Expected Standard



SATs 
results

•Since 2016, test scores have been reported as 
‘scaled scores’.

•The raw score for each test is converted into 
a score between 85 – 115.

• 100 is the threshold for a pupil working at 
the Expected Standard for the end of KS1.

•To be working at Greater Depth in Reading 
and Maths, children would need a scaled 
score of 110 or above. 



National 
Data

▪ KS1 SATS Results 2019

▪ 65% of pupils met the expected standard in reading, 

writing and maths combined.

▪ 75% of pupils achieved the expected standard in 

reading

▪ 76% of pupils achieved the expected standard in 

mathematics.

▪ 69% of pupils achieved the expected standard in 

writing.



Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, to read for 

meaning 

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 

and use quotation and reference to text 

Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 

Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 

grammatical and presentational features at text level 

Explain and comment on writers' uses of language, including grammatical and 

literary features at word and sentence level 

Identify and comment on writers' purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect 

of the text on the reader 

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions 

Reading Paper
• The are 2 English Reading papers. Both of these contain a selection of texts that are designed to 

increase in difficulty. They normally include a mixture of both non-fiction and fiction text 
types. There are 20 marks available in each paper for a total of 40. In 2019 children needed a 
score of 25 to reach a scaled score of 100.

• Paper 1
• This is a combined reading prompt and answer booklet. This paper is the shorter of the 2 

papers. The children read a piece of text at the top of the page and answer the questions below 
it.

• Paper 2
• This paper has a separate reading booklet and answer booklet. The answer booklet tells the 

children which pages that they can locate the answers on.

• During the test, the children cannot have anything read to them. Daily reading is essential.



Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, to read for 

meaning 

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 

and use quotation and reference to text 

Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 

Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 

grammatical and presentational features at text level 

Explain and comment on writers' uses of language, including grammatical and 

literary features at word and sentence level 

Identify and comment on writers' purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect 

of the text on the reader 

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions • Some questions are multiple choice or 
selected response; others require short 
answers and some require an extended 
response or explanation.

Paper 1



Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, to read for 

meaning 

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 

and use quotation and reference to text 

Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 

Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 

grammatical and presentational features at text level 

Explain and comment on writers' uses of language, including grammatical and 

literary features at word and sentence level 

Identify and comment on writers' purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect 

of the text on the reader 

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions 

Paper 2



Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, to read for 

meaning 

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 

and use quotation and reference to text 

Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 

Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 

grammatical and presentational features at text level 

Explain and comment on writers' uses of language, including grammatical and 

literary features at word and sentence level 

Identify and comment on writers' purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect 

of the text on the reader 

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions 

Maths
• KS1 Maths assessments are presented to children as 2 separate papers: Arithmetic and Reasoning. There 

are 25 marks available in the Arithmetic paper and 35 in the Reasoning for a total of 60. The threshold for 
a scaled score of 100 in 2019 was 34.

• Paper 1
• Arithmetic – the tests contains a mixture of number sentences for them to calculate including addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, division and fractions of a number. 

• Paper 2
• Reasoning – the tests start with 5 aural questions, where the children are encouraged to write down key 

facts of the question to help them work it out. 
• After these questions, the children set off on the remainder of the paper. These questions are presented in 

words rather than number sentences. It covers the 4 operations, fractions, shape, position and direction, 
statistics (data handling), money, place value and 2 step problems. 

• In the Reasoning test, children can ask to have the question read to them, but numbers and symbols may 
be left to the child to read so they are not lead to an answer.



Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, to read for 

meaning 

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 

and use quotation and reference to text 

Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 

Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 

grammatical and presentational features at text level 

Explain and comment on writers' uses of language, including grammatical and 

literary features at word and sentence level 

Identify and comment on writers' purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect 

of the text on the reader 

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions 

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic

Simple to read but easy to make silly mistakes



Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, to read for 

meaning 

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 

and use quotation and reference to text 

Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts 

Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 

grammatical and presentational features at text level 

Explain and comment on writers' uses of language, including grammatical and 

literary features at word and sentence level 

Identify and comment on writers' purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect 

of the text on the reader 

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions 

Maths Paper 2: Reasoning

Lots of question styles and most 
questions have got visual aids.
The questions can be read to 

children.



How to 
help your 

child

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child 

that there is nothing to worry about and they should 

always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at 

school.

• Support your child to:

o Read at home daily and discuss what they’re 

reading.

o Practice times tables (2s, 5s and 10s) and other 

mental arithmetic such as number bonds.

o Bring Maths into everyday life: calculating change, 

reading the time, measuring when cooking etc.



How are 
we 

helping?

• Business as usual! The children are very 
familiar with the style and 
administration of SATs tests and have 
worked very hard. A time to shine!

• Small revision groups for all in reading 
and maths.

• Additional support sessions for reading 
and maths.

• Regular termly testing to get used to 
procedure, layout and language.



Any 
questions?


